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PRESS release

April 2010
Residential care home owners ask parliamentary candidates to take up the SOCIAL care challenge
With the issue of older people’s social care right at the heart of the election debate, National Care Association members across the country – independent care home owners - are asking all parliamentary candidates in every constituency in England to spend just a couple of hours at a local care home to better understand why there is a true crisis in care.

A local residential care home is taking part in this important campaign. Name of Care Home, in Location/Town Name, has invited local prospective parliamentary candidates for the three main political parties to spend time at the home, challenging them to experience firsthand what it means to be a worker in a home and face the issues that we face on a daily basis.
Name/Spokesperson of Care Home Name said “The new parliament will be making important decisions about the future of long term care, so we believe it is vital that all new MPs clearly understand all the issues. Long-term projections show that 1.2m residential and nursing home care beds will be needed by 2050, with the independent sector expected to be responsible for providing the majority of them; yet quality care is being significantly underfunded by local authorities.” 
National Care Association members are committed to maintaining care high on the political agenda and ensure that quality of care and social care funding, will meet the needs of Britain today and in the future.

Launching the campaign, National Care Association Chairman Nadra Ahmed OBE said “In the run up to the General Election residential social has become a hot topic. This campaign challenges all parliamentary candidates to experience firsthand what caring for vulnerable people really involves in a care home and understand some of the issues faced by care professionals on a daily basis. The new parliament will be making important decisions about the future of long term care, so we believe it is vital that all MPs clearly understand the issues. By responding to the challenge they will demonstrate their commitment to the service users and providers of care.”
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