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Briefing Notes for Parliamentary Candidates
FACT - Local Authorities are driving down care placement fees, by as much as 10 to 20 percent, the viability of independent care homes are being jeopardised.   
FACT - Inflexible and unrealistically low 'standard' rates offered by councils for residential home placements have distorted the benchmark for quality standards.
FACT - 60 per cent of care home residents are funded by social services or the NHS but care quality maybe threatened in the future.
FACT - Paying for care is riddled with inconsistencies in the rules determining who pays what, significantly differing between local authorities and regions.
FACT - By the year 2030, the number of people over the age of 60 is estimated to rise by up to 40 percent, to 13 million.
FACT - By 2050 there will be twice as many people aged over 85 and overall costs will increase fourfold. 
FACT - By 2050 the number of beds needed for elderly care is expected to double to just over a million.
FACT - It's estimated that there are 70,000 fewer places for elderly people requiring long-term care than there were in 1996. 
FACT - The breakdown of extended family means the care of the elderly within the family unit is no longer a viable option. 
FACT - Approximately 75 percent of people in long-term care have a form of dementia. One in 20 people over the age of 65 has dementia.
FACT - The ratio of working-age to people to those over retirement-age is expected to plummet to around 2.6:1 by 2030.
FACT - By the year 2040 the ratio is predicted to be around 2.2:1 with even fewer young people to support the increasing elderly population.
FACT - Overall places in care homes will have to more than double, to 1,130,000 by 2050, in order to cope with the ageing UK population.
FACT - Under-funding in all areas of state welfare will inevitably have a knock-on effect on the demand for more private home care places.
FACT - In Britain nearly 30 per cent of over-65s are on incomes below the poverty threshold.
FACT - More than a million extra workers will be needed to support the UK's ageing population by 2025. 
The National Care Association SAYS...
• The Socio-Demographic Time Bomb
'With more pensioners in Britain than children, the demographic imbalance is now a challenging reality we must all face up to' The National Care Association warns.

'Care service users are not necessarily drawn from within a predictable elderly generation as new lifestyles bring with them associated pathologies, like AIDS-related dementia and alcohol- and drug-abuse-related dementias among adults below pensionable age.'
• The True Cost of Care
'There is continual pressure by local authorities on care service budgets, and the real squeeze is on the unit cost of care placements.'

'In the experience of the National Care Association, an inverse ratio prevails in local authority budgeting for care. While there is a commendable commitment to drive up care quality, there is pressure across the board to drive down the cost of care provision.' 

'In fact, one in seven councils are reporting the closure of independently-run care homes, so unless fees match rising costs, the future of many care providers, on whom the state increasingly relies, will be jeopardised.'
• The Changing Face of Care
'Independent care providers are increasingly playing a key role in specialised care and rehabilitation with client assessments and the teaching of life skills to restore them to life in the community.'
'Day care and rehabilitation/assessment units are already the established function of many care homes, and structures are being adjusted to accommodate new trends in mental health care.'

'Independent care provider often work closely with the Community Mental Health Team in advancing the patient-client from assessment to rehabilitation to live independently in the community.

About the National Care Association 

The National Care Association was formed in 1981. Its primary aim is to lobby the Government to benefit both its members and the people in their care. The other aims are representing members and their service users nationally, to promote high standards of care, and to support local associations and members.

The National Care Association represents the interests of providers caring for elderly people, people with learning disabilities, the physically handicapped, the mentally ill, children and domiciliary care agencies.

National Care Association operates from a London office to keep its activities as close to Westminster as possible and to work with other organisations and related charities.

