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SOCIAL CARE CHALLENGE

HOME OWNER BRIEFING

In the run up to the General Election, social care has become a hot topic amongst the current political parties. National Care Association is launching a campaign asking you to challenge your local parliamentary candidates to spend time in your care home. Let them experience firsthand what it means to be a worker in your home and face the issues that you face on a daily basis. The new Parliament will be making important decisions about the future of long term care, so we believe it is vital that all MPs clearly understand the issues. 
· The Plan:
1. Write to your local political candidates for the three main political parties inviting them to spend time in your care home. A draft letter is attached for your use (Information for each of the candidates in your area can be found on the local Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrats websites). 
2. Send press release 1 (sample attached) to your local television, radio and newspapers briefly explaining the campaign and telling them that you have invited local political candidates for the three main political parties to spend time in your care home. PLEASE ADD YOUR CONTACT DETAILS AT THE END OF THE RELEASE.
3. If you do not hear back from the candidates within 5 working days, telephone their campaign headquarters and speak to someone directly.

4. Once you have made contact with your local candidate arrange a time and date for them to visit your home. 
5. Send press release 2 (attached) to your local television, radio and newspapers to notify them of the time and date that the candidate will be at your home. Invite them to send a reporter/ camera crew/photographer if you wish. Give them as much advance notice as possible.

6. Prepare your own agenda for the day, for example; have the candidate serve tea, chat to the residents, shadow the care workers. Be aware of keeping to legal precautions.  Certainly the candidate should speak to staff, service users and their relatives.
7. On the day have the Home owner/Manager speak to them directly about the issues the home is facing and what needs to be done.  A briefing note is attached for you to give to the Candidate. These notes are to be used on the day of the visit NOT sent with your original letter. You will of course wish to raise other issues too. 
8. Before the candidate leaves give them a copy of the briefing notes to take with them.
9. Send press release 3 (attached) to inform the local media of the candidates who visited your home with a brief description of their time spent there. You may be able to get a quote from the candidate for this press release.
10. Return the attached feedback sheet with your comments. Please clearly indicate the name of your home as well as the name, party and constituency of each candidate. We are as interested in the candidates who do not accept as those who do. 
11. Please send us a photo and we will put it on our website. 
